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Welcome to the second LOPEN Life, all good so far and keep your feedback and comments
coming in = | am sure we can do mare, This is your village soapbox, please usa ¢!

in this issue we look at the two festive months of the year, and what an extra ordinary
year, &n the cusp of kicking off a new year, we have a new monarch and a new prime
minister, so maybe one resolution will be no repeat of 20221

I always think December and January can be great fun, exciting and hopeful as we
cefebrate, refiect and plan. To support that train of thought we have some reflections on
festive music and song, together with a traditional yet oft forgotten approach to
personalised giving - the hamper, aided and abetted with some very local farm shopping.

There is a diary full of local happenings, with of course the "A.N_0 another thing'
perspective on a piece of Lopen Life. And in our 'Always Look On the Bright Side’ feature,
an update on wildlife around the Churchyard and some traditional “tweeting”,

S0 Merry Christrmas everyone, have a great holiday howewver and wherever you are
celebrating it, and here is to a great 'in with the new' for 2023. See you again in February,
to blow away some winter blues - remember to let us know any musings you wish to share,

Chiris Marsh - Editor

Contact Details:

Emalil: chrismarshipc@gmail.com
ﬁ.I'Lcl::lan-Ewnts-E?’?DlE#BEEEIUE?Sf

Visit our village website: www lopenvillage.org

PUBLICATION FOOTNOTE:

+ COPY Deadline - for articles and photographs = aim for January Gth if you
can, 4 weeks prior to next issue, but January 11th - final deadline.

= Adverts need to be submitted in PDF format = details on sizes and rates are
available from the Editor

+ All comments and views expressed are the responsibility of the writer and
are not those necessarily held by Lopen Parish Couwncil and its members,



Lopen Parish Council

MONTHLY MEETING ROUND-LUP

Nat a lot to repart this period. The 5500
are still trying to get themselves organised
ahead of the Unified County Council. Along
with the rest of the country, they are also
reparting financial challenges and looking
10 see what needs to be cut to support the
main services, all in addition 1o the cost of
living issuwes.

There was some response (o the Local
Community Network (ILON) survey, results
of which are due sometime in the new year.

PLANNING

Wa major planning reviews undensay at the
moment, other than the Council have yet
10 approve their own application for the
Lopenhead Roundabout advertising
boards, which may have to be reduced in
size,

A5 wie g0 To print a new application
consultation regarding the Mill House on
Merriott Road has been submitted.

DEFIBRILLATOR

& second defibrillator is going to be placed
in the village, on the west side of the villaga,
ithe one we have is in the Church porch) but
we need suggestions for suitable siting
PLEASE! Any ideas contact a Parish
Councillor.

PARISH COUNCILLORS:

551D

Village Speed Camera - ongoing reporting and
tracking, to try and get further enforcement
slgnage and actions in the village.

Om the subject of speading, the fact that the
unclassified roads generally have a default
speed to the National Speed limit, means that
dovwn your typical country single track the
actual speed limit is classified as 60mph. &
lzcal instance being Broamhill Lane and
Higgine Grave Lane - which makes them faster
thamn the WatergorafLopanhead main raad,
which s d0mph. This means that anyone with
thair Sat Mav set to find the Fastest possible
route {as most delivery drivers dol, will divert
themselves an o roads that are a challenge at
20=30mph. Highways can offer no salution to
this, saying its the Sat Mav companias that
need to sort this owt.

GENERAL

Hedges, dog poo bing and maore - continuing
Issues about the regularity of hedge and
vErge cutting round our narrow lanes are
being raised 1o the Council, along with
emptying the dog-poo bin in Kitchen Lane
more frequently. Also taking this up with the
Ranger,

NEXT MEETINGS

December 19th & January 30th at 7.00 PM
in the Sunday School Room - Everyone
welcome, please come and be heard.

Chalrman = Stephen Crane - Scraneli@hotmalleo.uk = D1460 241412

Hick Jones = nick jones lopenpo@outleok com = 01460 241643

Jenny Feeney - [feeneylopenpo@gmallcom = 1460 419560

Chris Marsh - chrismarshipc@gmallcom = 0751 238110

Caraline MeKandrlek - carodinemchendrick lopenpo@outiook.com - 01460 359201
Pariah Clark - Jane Colling - lopenpocler@gmail.com - O7DET 218478
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SERVICE DATES DECEMBER AND JANUARY:

;All Saints Church

Every Monday at 9.00am Tuesday December 20th at 6.00pm
- Morning Prayers lasting about 30 Christmas Carol Service followed by
e Minutes is said for the people of Lopen, mulled wine and mince ples

All are welcome 1o join-in,
Sunday Decembar 25th at 10.30am

| Sunday December 4th at 9.00am Christmas Day Communion Service
ig| Holy Communion - Advent 2

2023
Sunday December 11th at 10:00am
s Advenrli&flecmn « Advent 3 Sunday 1st January at 9.00am
- Sunday December 18th at 10.00 am Sunday 15th January at 10.30 am

Advent Reflection - Advent 4

Lopen Remembers...

This year villagers and anyone passing through would have noticed a marked
increase in the Remembrance Day visibility, In addition to the two 'Tommies' at
gither end of the village, large poppies were very much in evidence (thank you
Trevor), and duea to the research of WW1 historian Peter Forréster and tha
diligence of Lopen villager and RAF veteran Trevor Power, details of each of the
Lopen fallen, with a military and family profile were put together. These wera
laid out seven days prior and seven days after Remembrance Day in All Saints
Church. In addition to which the same history was displayed as close as
possible to their place of residence of the time. A fitting tribute. Thank you.
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There has always been a strong connaction between Christmas amd music, whethar that
is the traditional carols sung in candlelit churches or pop songs played on lowd speakers
as mulled wing is drunk at Chrstmas markets,

The first music associated with Christmas is thought to have originated in the 4th
century with Latin hymns, Carols in the English language appeared in 1426 when an
English chaplain named John Awdiay lsted twenty fve "Caroles of Cristemas”™ sung by
groups of wassailers who travelled from house to house.

indeed some of today's most popular carols including “The Twelve Days of Christmas®
and “God rast ye merry gantlamen” originate from the 16th century.

Being surrounded by background festive music in shops, on the radio and in Christmas
Fayres cam mean that we don't take time to truly appreciate the beauty and meaning of
these sangs. Tha classical composer [gor Stravinsky ance Said of music "To listen is an
effort and just to hear 5 no ment, Even ducks can hear music”,

This Christmas, let us take time to enjoy and truly listen to music, whether that be singing
along o canols at a church service or jiving ta the beat of *Rocking around the Christmas
Tree”,

Im our own village there are various opportunities to raise our wolces in seasonal songs,
including the 'Lopen Lights-0n' an 4 Decermber and the candlelit cardl service at All
Salnts on 20 December, following which you will be rewarded for your efforts with
mulled wine and mince pies.

S0 look forward to seeing - and hearing - you there!

Janathan Delbridge



PLEASE JOIN US FOR SOME
CHRISTMAS CAROL SINGING
ON SUNDAY 4TH DECEMBER
AFTER THE LOPEN 'LIGHT UP'
IN CHURCH STREET - 17:30
(OUTSIDE LOPEN FARMHOUSE)

Farla-tla-la-ta; la-ta-la-la!



LOPEN LIGHT-UP & Carol Singing - 5.30pm

4
th Sunday outside Lopen Farmhouse

- thl.E qu
images, Readings, Music

and Quiet, led by Rev.
Annie Gurner

THE COMING - Reflections for Advent

Gth Tussday &-7.00pm All saints Church,

r =
CHRISTMAS BINGO NIGHT- 7.00pm Syt i 7. 20 e

Sunday School Room

Posters around the
village

Bth Friday

Sreve tells us about this

i E g = 7,
JUST WOMEN Meeting - 7.30pm 4000 year old food of

Sunday Schooal Room
h Al
13th Tuesday "A Journey Through Chocolate” SaK gucs, o
Steve Chapman Cadburys and :E:luai:&rs
i
Contact Pauline Rock on 01460 240644 [0 Stnics and of course
tasting
COFFEE STOP - 10.30am Tea, coffes, cake and
14th Wednesday Sunday School Room catech up - all for a good
All Welcome CaUSE;
Lopen Lads - 12.00pm Destination - The Royal
A Sk o Sunday School Room Ciak, Chwer Stratton

LOPEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
athManday 1 # 7.00pm Synday School Rogm, AR

Christmas Carol Service - 6.00pm Followed by mulled

20th Tuesday All Saints Church wine & mince pies

Chrisomas Di?l:.l Seryios - 10, 30am F:_tl'l‘iir.:,' SO Mmiom

IEIH S oyt
Arh Sunda
& ¥ Al Salnts Chireh Saryies

February & March Diary Dates

Deadline - January 11th




17 2023 January - Diary Dates

lrl i
EVENT NHOTES

15t Sumday Mew Years Resolution g0 on be brave!
Just Women Meeting - T.30pm Sue Foreman of
Sunday School Room The Cook House'
10th Tuesday cidovi s T
Evening Meal prepares an interesting
Contact Pauline Rook - 01460 240664 MEnL
Caffes Stop - 1030 am Tea, coffes, cake and a
11th Wednasday Sunday School Room cateh-up, all for a good
Mew' Volunteers Walcomed Causa

Blowing away tne winter ues, well being

n thoughts

S 1t Bativea Lopen Lads - 12.00pm Destination to be
¥ Sunday School Room advised
a5th Coffes Stop - 10,30 am Tea, coffes, cake and a
iday School Room catch-up, all fora d
Wednesday sunday School Ro ten-up, Roo
All Welcome CELISE

L'Opean &rms = 8.0 Dpl'l'l
27th Friday Pop-Up-Pub
5!1r'|{].'-|‘:,l Scihvool Room

Look out for posters
and flyers for details

Lopen Farish Council Meeting - 7.00pm
J0th Monday Sunday School Room Local Parish Issues
All Welcome

REMINDER February & March Diary Dates
Deadline - Jan nary 1 1th
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STORAGE
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B W Call now for more details

of visit our website:
widder Beihivesalfatorage.couk

Lopen Busing

il Lana, Lo £ t}eenhe*:_,z?ﬁ

Faetherton, TAlS 515 solf oroge &

€) ROBERT FRITH OPTOMETRISTS

Experienced optometrists delivering outstanding eye care
in a relaxed and friendly environment.

A wide range of products and services including tailor-made
spectacle frames and lenses, emergency eye care and the
latest in 3D eye scanning technology.

Introducing the New optomap

ultra-wide field retinal imaging 208 |- (1453 =
technology, giving us a comprehensive :
view of your eye health o el

28 Princes Street, Yeovil 01935 474333

W are happy o collect any urwanted glasses for us o e In our epe testing werk In Kemya,



Always look on the bright side...

A local stary from the community about a
subject we can all get involved in,

About 3 years ago following a national
initiative called "Eco-Church', Lopen S¢t up
a Churchyard Eco-Group. Linder the
Buidance of Mary Chapmian, voluntedss -
often up 1o 18 at & time - have béen
invalved in developing the ecology around
the Churchyard, this has covered as
dlivirse Ehings as reduced mowing, bird
boxes, planting, bug hotels and CCTY of
anirmal movements - and anything else
appearing in the Churchyard)

The team of strimmers who cut the
wildflower meadosw ared in August all had
to keep a safe distance, which brought 1o
i the |,'.|.|'il|?_.||'|1'. of 5|_'.|1"||g$- ke “Cine Man
went to Mow', which apparently were
designed 1o keep mowers a safe distance
apart with their scythes - at the start of
each new verse the next mower would
start, by which time the previous mower
was a safe distance away. | was informed of
this by an 80 year old neighbour, He also
reparted that the "dog’ in the song refers
actually 1o a stick used o Lift up fallen hay

Thig same nelghbour also referred to the
Green Woodpecker - which can be heard
and seen in the Churchyard as a "vaffle' -
50 called due toits call, And Blackbirds
were called "ouzel-birds, robins and wrens
are [ust the male and female of the same
species and hence the names Cock Robin
and Jenmy Wren,

All these Birds, together with thrgs fledgmg
Sparrow hawks have all come 1o inhabit our
little Churchyard, bringing song and joy 1o an
otherwise understandably quiet place,

Finally, an interesting sighting at the end of
SUTIWHEr WS a humming-trir-:l el math,
This mqgramr. WISBITor fr’-ljr'r'l mainland EI_.lrI:Ij_'IE." 1%
quite rare, and was spotted using its
improbably long tengue to feed on flowers
left at a graveside

Violuntesrs are always welcome - pleasa
get in touch with Mary on DI460 248549,
and we hope to Ses mone friends and
wildlife in 2023, We will keep you updated,

Philip Harper



Weskcountry Cheese Deli
qp Large Organic Selection
- B Exclusive Gin Collection

t radi ng Weekly Veg Box Scheme -

s Local Beers & Ciders
pOSt % Fresh Eogs
¥/ Daily Fresh Bread
100+ Local Suppliers ! :
Ample Car Parking
f @ Refill Room
Garden Centre

FARM SHOP-50MERSET

Trading Post Farm Shap

Lopenhead | Semerset | TA13 5JH - #ﬁﬁl' b, Ii et A §

014560 241666 "-.f: o Tha Bast Fervam. Qiega /Dol i
hello@eradingpestfarmsbop.co.uk
www.tradingpostFfarmshop.co.uk

South Somerset Community Choir
& Ilminster Belles

16TH DECEMBER @ 7:30PM

Jain us for an evening ol seasonal
musie and favourite Christmas carols




LET'S GET HAMPERED!

This time of year I= often a challenge - that
combination of expectation and
gratification, with all the present buying
and giving, taking things to events and
gatherings and just the good ol ‘what
should we get for 50 and s2.." And then
there is all that food!

One of the most appreciated and flexible
thoughts is creating and giving a hamper.
Once one fTocuses on the recipient and the
receptacle, (typically a basket but frankiy
anything that "holds' itéems can sutfice), It
can be of any size, budget and content -
food, drinks, sweets, 1oys, reading matier,
clothing - the list is endless and all farm shops selling all manner of treats with

personalised as far as you wish. Even which to build a hamper, or cheat and buy a
better a mix of everything - the ultimate ready made one!
L

plck and mix, all dressed with a bauble,
lights, and festive greenery,

As kate from the Trading Post said - iF you

What is more, to source everything you are looking for something spectacular to go

don't need to travel far to find hamper T ol CISEMas Rampers or o Jour
goodies, as we are surrounded by the festive table, pop along fo The Trading Post

. Quir Chrisimas Marqgues is packed full of
amazing treats from Christmas puddings
and bakilava fo savoury snacks and a huge
range af West Country cheeses, We have
beautifully made local pottery and fused
Llass pifts, chocolates, Turkish Delight and
marZipan sweets fn acddition Lo stocking
fillers there is an extensiva selection af
West Couniry gins and spirits. Look out an
social media for rasting events and late
night shapping dalres

So whether it's food and/or drink, games,

books, clothes or delicacies, gel "hampered'
this Christmas and Mew Year!




The Coming: Reflections for Advent

An Anthology of Images, Readings and Quiet

ied by Revd Annie, with music by Jonathan Delbridge

All Saints Church, Lopen
Tuesday December 6th, 6-7pm
tveryone Welcome
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Misnoamars,
The known names of places in this Village and why they were given them can be
ofrvious and clearly descrptive, Frog Streat and Water Street lading nod unsurprisingly
to Water Lane and not too far away from Mill Lane, They are in the lowest area and
closast bo Lopan Brook and the water drainemg mio ik, Holloway is hollowed into ifs high
banks,

School Lane was probably a narrow path untél the schood was built there, This was
when the thatched buslding next 0 tha church, used as thir school af the latter part of
the 19h century, was no longer thought to be Large enough of a suitable place to
aducate the children of Lopan, A purpese-built schood became necessary and possibie
with a house built for a teacher at tha same timea. When the local schools were
rearganised and that building was dosed, the school became two homis, the schoal
howse another, and the space for the play grownd another.

Church Street was called Hegher Streed, 50 Mﬁﬂhrﬁe 117 What was it higher than? And
wihy nal always Church Street as i had been shown drawn an g map of 1774,

Mill Lane, appropriately named although the osiginal mill is tess obyvious as na longer in
use, however the existence of Flax Mill Cotage clarifies that one. The second Obd Mill
was Hintan Mill which no bonger has Hinton in the name and is no lenger a Mill. 1t
becama part of Lopen becawsa of a boundary change from the natural bowndary of the

Faor sorme reasan Mill Farm and the Mill with the last cottages towards Mensott Hill
became officially part of Lopen, and a loss for Hinton 5t George. Snapant or its earlier
Strap Ant name an the Fosse Way towards Dinnington, is of unclear origin. And what
was the Poubatt Arms, a hostelry with stabling at Lopenhead, scme fun
transformation an is egually well-known as the Lopen Raj.

Cross Tros is an obvicus name lor a junction with a large cak tree of indeterminate afe
But it is not &t & crossmoads. 1t is apparent that not everybody i this Yillage knows of
thee existence of the site or the remaing of a mediaeval Village Cross.

Lo, a thousand years lurther oa whine are ihe medaeval Bir of the mediaeeal Crass? 1f
you stand 10 the just to beft of the Cross Tree looking fowards tha main road through
thie village, the lurmp of kam kil s1one unlike the othess standing to protect the notice
board and now warn down, is still visible and all that remains sbove ground. Wae have
b sk purgelves vy was that tree planted in g way 10 conceal possibly the oldest
landmark we have. And what else has been hidden withén our boundaries old or new?

Angels Mawnion Davies
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